Our Lady of the Valley Parish Reading, Ohio December 19, 2021

”We are a Roman Catholic family, striving to radiate Christ
by living, loving, and serving in union with Him!“

Scripture Readings

Mass Schedule and Intentions

Prepare your heart for next
Sunday’s Mass, December 26, 2021
1 Sam 1:20-22, 24-28
1 Jn 3:1-2,21-24
Lk 2:41-52

December 20—December 26, 2021
Monday, December 20
8:30am
†William Rahe ............................................... OLSH (Chapel)
Tuesday, December 21
8:30am
†Aaron Bemmes ........................................................... SSPP
Wednesday, December 22
8:30am
†Mary C. Morrissey ....................................... OLSH (Chapel)

Please pray for the repose
of the soul for

Thursday, December 23
6:00pm
†Carl Hackworth .......................................................... OLSH

Fred Reuter

Friday, December 24~ Christmas Eve
3:00pm
All Masses celebrated on Christmas Eve ..................... OLSH
3:00pm
are offered for ............................................................. SSPP
5:00pm
the Parishioners of....................................................... OLSH
11:00pm
Our Lady of the Valley .................................................. SSPP
Saturday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day
8:30am
Our Lady of the Valley Parishioners ............................ OLSH
10:30am
for the Parishioners of Our Lady of the Valley.............. SSPP
Sunday, December 26
8:30am
Our Lady of the Valley Parishioners ............................ OLSH
10:30am
†Wolf Scholz ................................................................ SSPP

May his soul and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the mercy
of God, rest in peace.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Campus
Thursday at 6:30pm
O

or call the Parish Office
for an appointment
,

The Holy Rosary is prayed approximately thirty minutes before each Mass

Please Pray...†
For our parishioners who are
sick, in the hospital, recovering
from an illness, or going
through treatments.

Aileen Adams
Dave Apke
Conner Barnes
Andrea Brosch
Al Eling
Nancy Harmeyer
Jean Hartman
Jane Hanna
Ronald Hartman
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Lisa Koch
Ken (Herb) Lattire
Steve Lehrter
Dave Margella
Mary Jo Melvin
Loretta Pfennig
Sheryl Phillips
Becky Reynolds
Mike Schweitzer
Jodi Smith
Gloria Sulfsted
Judy Sullivan
Dan Wagner
Charles & Faye Wernery
Lois Wiehe Martin

For our military members
and their families:
Fire Controlman Seaman
Andrew Caudill
Sergeant Jonathon Ehret
Lt. Colonel Jennifer Ford
Specialist Eric Jacob Greer
Corporal Matthew Paul Greer
Master Sergeant Shane Hatfield
Technical Sergeant Jeff Shelton

Our Lady of the Valley Parish • Reading, Ohio • (513) 554-1010

Gospel Reflections by Deacon Tom
Fourth Sunday of Advent

“Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.’ Then the angel
departed from her.” Luke 1:38
Mary recognized the messenger as coming from God and, in deep faith and trust, accepted what she was being asked to do
and be. Let us thank Mary today for her unconditional ‘yes’ and ask her to help us to say our ‘yes.’ We also can become
filled with grace if, like her, we listen and respond with a resounding and unconditional ‘yes’ to all that God wants from us.
Like Mary, we must be still enough to hear the voice; courageous enough to act on it.

Families of Parishes
Final Configuration

Vocation View

The new Families of Parishes will be implemented
beginning July 2022.

Mary trusted that the
Lord’s words to her would
be fulfilled. Step out in
faith and God will be there
to guide you.
(Luke 1:39-45)

Our Lady of the Valley Parish will be in a parish
grouping with St. James of the Valley (Wyoming),
Our Lady of the Rosary (Greenhills) and
St. Matthias the Apostle (Forest Park).
Nothing will change immediately. For the time being, parishes will continue to
operate as they do now. Priest assignments for the new Families of Parishes will be
announced in the Spring.

If you want to talk about your
discernment, please contact Fr.
Dan Schmitmeyer,
dschmitmeyer@catholicaoc.org

Christmas Mass Schedule
Musical Program begins 15 minutes before each Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Mass

Friday, December 24th
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Campus 3:00pm* and 5:00pm
Sts. Peter and Paul Campus 3:00pm* and 11:00pm

Saturday, December 25th
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Campus 8:30am
Sts. Peter and Paul Campus 10:30am*

Sunday, December 26th
(Sunday Obligation~ Feast of the Holy Family)
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Campus 8:30am
Sts. Peter and Paul Campus 10:30am*

Saturday, January 1st
(Not a Holy Day of Obligation) Sts. Peter and Paul Campus 8:30am
*Due to the large number of attendees, these Masses will not have COVID restricted sections.
While masks are not required, they are recommended.
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The Gospel at Home for Families
from pflaumweeklies.com
This Week’s Gospel: Luke 1:39–45 In Sunday’s Gospel, Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth. The two of them demonstrate just
how to trust God’s word and to rejoice in God’s blessings. They both praise God, and Elizabeth gives us the words that are
central to the Hail Mary—“Blessed is the fruit of your womb.” The mystery of the Incarnation—God taking on human flesh
by the Virgin Mary—is the great sign of divine care for us all.
Exploring the Gospel Message: Point out to your child that Mary’s visit to Elizabeth showed her generous response to
God’s call as well as her trust in God. Talk together about the family’s need for trust and how each member can grow in
trust. The readings throughout Advent have been filled with God’s promises. A sign of Christmas spirit is trust in those
promises. Read together Mary’s beautiful response to God’s action in her life—the Magnificat (Luke 1:46–55).
Pray Together: One Christmas carol is perfect for the last few days before Christmas—“O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” The
song contains all the longing, hope, and trust in God’s Promise the season provides. You can use a YouTube video of this
carol as your prayer for the week. You will find it at https://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4.

Pope Francis Wants To Hear From You
The Holy Father is asking for as many of the baptized as possible to participate in archdiocese-wide
meetings taking place in January and February, 2022, to discuss how we can collectively better
advance the message of salvation. Please consider participating in one these meetings. To learn more
and to sign up, please visit www.catholicaoc.org/synod.
Meetings in our area are at Good Shepherd on January 13th at 7pm, St. Ignatius of Loyola on January 15th from 10am to noon,
Queen of Peace, Hamilton, on January 22nd from 10am-12noon, St. Francis Xavier (downtown) on January 29th from 9-11am,
Our Lady of Victory on February 5th from 7-9pm and the Bartlett Center, 6616 Beechmont Ave., on February 10th,from 7-9pm.

If you do not have access to the internet, please cut out the section below, drop it in the collection basket,
indicate which meeting you would like to attend and the parish office will sign you up.

PREP (Parish Religious Education Program)
No class on December 20th or 27th. Classes resume on January 3rd at 6:45pm

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
No sessions on December 21st or 28th
Next session January 4th, 7:00pm Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Campus Parish Center

Our Lady of the Valley Parish • www.catholicOLV.org
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Prayer Makes A Difference and
Can Change the World!
If you believe prayer is important and does make a difference, please consider
joining one of our Parish prayer groups. These groups require no meetings or
time away from home. All we ask is that you add the prayer requests that we
receive to your daily prayers! It is easy to join or to send a request. Please see
the options below.
• OLV Prayer Warriors - all prayer requests received and spread to the prayer warriors through email. To join or send a
request, email prayerwarriors@catholicolv.org.
• Prayer Phone Chain - Call Mr. Don Diesel with your requests and he will pass them along the phone chain. The phone
prayer chain is a function of the Ladies Sodality. Individuals being prayed for are also remembered monthly in a Mass
for those in the Circle of Prayer. To join or ask for prayers call Don Diesel at 513-793-5098.
• Prayer list in the bulletin - add names to the prayer list by calling the parish office. To ask for prayers call the parish
office at 513-554-1010.
Please consider joining one, or all three, of our prayer groups. The more people praying the better!
If you have a prayer request that you’d like us to pray for, please send it to one, or all three of the prayer groups. Please
note that the person/people needing prayers MUST give permission before we can add them to the prayer lists.

“Zoom” Bible Study

Spring Classes at Mt. St. Mary

On the Wednesdays of December and January, Fr. Tom
DiFolco, who frequently celebrates Mass at our parish,
will be conducting a one-hour Bible Study on Zoom. Each
Wednesday at 12 Noon, Fr. Tom will address one or more
of the Bible passages to be heard at Mass on the following
Sunday. Participation in this Bible Study promises to make
the experience of the Word of God at Mass on the Lord's
Day so much more enriching. Everyone is welcome to
participate. To register call Maggie Jackson at St. Michael
Parish, Sharonville –at 513-563-6377, ext. 307. You will
receive a weekly email with the link to the week's Zoom
room. Fr. Tom usually offers the Bible Study for two
months, then takes a one-month break before resuming
another two-month series. Bring your Bible and an open
heart to experience the Lord's Day Word more deeply and
completely.

Mount St. Mary’s Seminary & School of Theology has one
of the oldest and most respected Catholic Lay Formation
Programs in the country. We offer Graduate and
Certificate level courses at an affordable cost. Some
students are eligible for our institutional financial aid.
Qualified students may also enroll in most School of
Theology courses, on a credit or audit basis, without
having been admitted to a degree program. In this way
they can design their own course of studies. Academic
courses are intended for those who desire to enrich their
basic knowledge of the Catholic Faith. In our Formation
Programs we teach what the Church teaches. Our role in
the diocese is to teach authentic Catholic doctrine. The
best part about our academic programs are the one-onone advising and flexibility of classes for busy adults.
Apply for Spring Classes today at www.mtsm.org/apply.

2022 Cincinnati Men's Conference
Actor Jim Caviezel (Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ) and Raymond Arroyo (EWTN/ FOX News) are coming to
Cincinnati April 2, 2022 to speak at the Cincinnati Men’s Conference.
Ladies, there is no better or more meaningful Christmas gift this year than to buy tickets to this conference for the men in
your life. Go to www.CincinnatiMensConference.com to get tickets.

A Franciscan Christmas at St. Francis Seraph Church
Liberty and Vine Streets, Fridays 4:00-7:00pm, Saturdays noon-7:00pm, Sundays 1:00-5:00pm
Enjoy an inspiring exhibit of multiple nativity scenes from around the world and a live nativity. Parking is available in the
lot behind the school at 14 E. Liberty. Closed on Christmas Day. New Year’s Eve is the last day of the exhibit.
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Mass Intentions and Altar
Flower Dedications for 2022

This Week In Our Parish

The Parish Office is accepting intentions for
Masses through all of 2022.

Sunday, December 19
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 10:30am ......................SSPP (NDH)
Linen Care, Christine Todey ..................................... OLSH (Church)

In fairness to all who request Mass Intentions
and in compliance with the U. S. Catholic
Conference of Bishops policies there are
guidelines the office will follow regarding Mass
intention requests. The Mass stipend continues
to be $5.
The parish office is also accepting requests for
Altar Flowers for dates in 2022. Flowers may be
donated in memory or in honor of a loved one,
in celebration of a special occasion, or in
thanksgiving. The cost of an arrangement,
which lasts for two weeks is $75.
Contact Nancy Feverston to request Mass
Intentions or to order altar flowers at 513-5541010 or Nancy.Feverston@catholicOLV.org.

Thursday, December 23
Choir Practice, 7pm ............................................. SSPP (Music Rm.)
Friday, December 24
Office Closes at Noon
Christmas Eve Mass, 3:00pm ................................... OLSH (Church)
Christmas Eve Mass, 3:00pm .................................... SSPP (Church)
Christmas Eve Mass, 5:00pm ................................... OLSH (Church)
Christmas Eve Mass, 11:00pm ...................................SSPP(Church)
Saturday, December 25
Christmas Day Mass, 8:30am ................................... OLSH (Church)
Christmas Day Mass, 10:30am .................................. SSPP (Church)

Delivery of Our Giving Tree Gifts to Paintsville, Kentucky
Thank you to all those who participated in the Mission Ministry (former OLSH Mission Commission) Christmas project to bring
Christmas to the people of St. Michael parish in Paintsville. About 500 gifts were taken to St. Michael’s as well as four truck and
trailers of donated items. Thanks to all those who gave of their time to make the delivery. It was wonderful to have persons
from both Parishes coming together to make the project successful.

Fr. Michael Flannigan, who
succeeded Fr. Hoppenjans as St.
Michael’s pastor, with Beth Lucas
of OLV Mission Ministry.

Our Lady of the Valley Parish • www.catholicOLV.org

Russ Wernke, presented
Fr. Flannigan with 24 coats that the
Fr. Brotzge Council K of C donated
for the mountain children.
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Visits to the Homebound
On Saturday, December 11th 60 Our Lady of the Valley parishioners (members from both
of the parishes that merged to form OLV) paid Christmas visits to more than forty
homebound parishioners.
The homebound received a poinsettia, a small gift, bulletin, Mass card from Ladies
Sodality, books and some a prayer shawl that was crocheted or knitted by fellow
parishioners. Most importantly, the visitors brought Holy Communion to each of them.
By Saturday afternoon the visit coordinators, Rose Lindeman and Ed Tierney were
receiving feedback and it was very positive! People loved the visiting and those who were visited were so appreciative!
Rose, who puts together the list of homebound and assembles the gift bags, and Ed, who solicits and coordinates the
volunteer visitors are so thankful so many came out to help with this!

Our Giving Tree Gifts To Our Neighbors in Need
Our parish St. Vincent de Paul Conference collected gifts through the Giving Tree at the Sts.
Peter and Paul campus. Our parish will assist over 45 families with food boxes and gifts
collected-skillets, cooking pots, gloves, hats, mittens, stuffed animals and toys for our neighbors
in Reading, Lockland and Arlington Heights.
As of the time this bulletin was submitted to the printer, many parishioners had volunteered to
help deliver the gifts on Saturday, December 18th, as well as boxes of food collected by SVdP
from OLV parishioners during the November Food Drive. Thank you to all who contributed
toward providing some joy at the birth of our Savior to those who have little.

Food boxes ready
for delivery

Christmas Gifts,
organized and tagged

The next SVdP meeting is on Monday, January 24th (no meeting in December) at 6:30pm in
Conference Room B on the SSPP campus. Everyone is welcome to come and learn more
about the work of SVdP and as always, the generosity of our parishioners is most
appreciated.

Baby Item Donations For Elizabeth’s New Life Center
Pictured are members of the Ladies Sodality with some of the baby items they
collected at their brunch on December 12th and from many other generous
parishioners. Thank you to all who participated in the collection supporting
Elizabeth’s New Life Center mission of saving babies from abortion by providing
support to their mothers.

Fourth Sunday of Advent • December 19, 2021
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Disaster Relief for Kentucky
After the natural disaster tragedy that hit Kentucky after the
deadly tornadoes struck the state Friday night, you may be
wondering how you can help.
Through the Diocese of Owenesboro, KY, Tornado Relief—
Catholic Charities is the first selection on the giving tab of their
website. No gift is too small.
Go to: https://owensborodiocese.org/give/ to help our many
brothers and sisters in their time of need.

Catholic Education Foundation (CEF)
Tuition Grants
The Catholic Education Foundation of the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati is now accepting K-8 tuition assistance grant
applications for the 2022-2023 school year. The application
period runs from now through February 6, 2022. For more
information, please go to http://www.catholicbestchoice.org/.
To apply, please go to https://factsmgt.com/.

Church Cleaners
For the winter months
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Campus
A number of the volunteer weekly church cleaners at the
OLSH campus spend part of the winter in warmer climates.
Volunteers are needed to take the “snowbirds” places on the
cleaning crews. Male and female recruits will be gladly
accepted! Cleaning consists mainly of dusting, polishing,
vacuuming and straightening up, and is usually done on Friday
morning. For more information, or to volunteer, call
Maryhelen at 513-793-2107.

Ignatian Volunteer Corps
Are you retired or an empty nester? Do you miss the sense of
purpose you had when working? Do you wonder “is God
finished with me?” The Ignatian Volunteer Corps is a great
response to these questions. IVC matches your skill set with
non-profit organizations while enhancing your spiritual growth.
Contact IVC’s Region Director Tom Conway to learn more.
Email tconway@ivcusa.org. or phone: 910-685-5084.

Cincinnati Catholic Alumni Club
Invites single Catholic men and women to enjoy a German
type dinner at Kreimer’s Bier Haus Restaurant, 6052 S.R. 128,
Sunday, December 19th, 5:00 pm. Call Nancy for information
at 513-574-0050.

Cover Them
with the Warmth of Love!
The Network of Care Health Ministry of Our Lady of
the Valley has lots of beautiful yarn that was donated
to make prayer shawls or lap blankets for those who
are homebound or in care facilities. If you know how
to knit or crochet this is such a simple but very
meaningful thing you can do for our homebound
parishioners. We want them to know they are loved
and cared for by their parish! All we ask you to do is
say a pray before you start to stitch for the person
that receives your gift of Love! Please pray about it
and if you are interested call Rose, 554-1010, Ext. 22.
God bless you for considering this!

New Account
Number for Our
Lady of the Valley
Parish
The Kroger Community Rewards program earns
money for our parish simply by having parishioners
link their Kroger Plus cards to our parish account.
There is NO COST to parishioners to do this!
Kroger has assigned us a new account number as Our
Lady of the Valley Parish. . It is necessary for those
who had been signed up under SSPP to re-register
with the new account number, QQ004.(Kroger reused the same account number for OLV that had
been assigned to OLSH). To do this visit http://
www.kroger.com. Once logged into your Kroger
account search for Our Lady Of The Valley Parish
either by name or QQ004 and then click Enroll.
If you haven’t signed up for this program before, now
is a great time! Just by linking your Kroger plus card
to our parish account you earn money for our parish
with no cost to you. New users will need to create an
account which requires some basic information, a
valid email address and a Kroger plus card.
If you would like to sign up, but don’t have an email
address, call Beth Pettigrew at 513-554-1010,
extension 23 for assistance.

Our Lady of the Valley Parish • www.catholicOLV.org
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Donor Match
Program

A sister writes, “Our prayers belong most
of all to the generous benefactors whose
donations have made this financial
assistance possible.” Thank you for
supporting last week’s Retirement Fund
for Religious collection. Visit http://
www.retiredreligious.org/ to learn how
your gift supports elderly sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests

Our Lady of the Valley Parish
offers online giving allowing
parishioners to give either one
time or recurring gifts. Your
offering can be automatically
sent from your checking account
or credit card. This is easily done
online by going to:
https://
catholicolv.weshareonline.org/

Click on Make a Donation and
then Recurring Donation. The
screens will walk you through
setting-up your online giving.
If you have any questions,
contact Angie Touvelle, Parish
Business Manager, at:513-5541010 x 04. or
Angie.touvelle@catholicOLV.org.
Those unable yet to return to
Mass may also mail their
donation to
Our Lady of the Valley Parish
Office, 330 West Vine Street,
Reading, Ohio 45215 or drop it
in the locked mailbox.

The holiday season is one of the largest giving seasons for our parish. Our
online giving provider WeShare is generously providing a donor match
program to help us increase recurring giving. Online gifts help reduce costs
and our time spent handling other forms of payment. For every first gift from
a new recurring donor that is added between November 1 and December 31,
2021, WeShare will match that first gift, up to $50, with a maximum match of
$1,000 for our church. To be eligible for the matching gift, more than one
installment must be set-up and the first recurring gift must be transacted by
December 31, 2021. We appreciate your generosity and your support of our
church. We prayerfully ask that you consider helping us meet this goal by
creating your recurring online gift today. Visit our WeShare site or reach out
to the WeShare Customer Support team at 877-316-0260. You may also
contact our Parish Business Manager, Angie.Touvelle@catholicOLV.org or
513-554-1010 with any questions.

Parish Website www.CatholicOLV.org
Facebook Page www.facebook.com/OLVReading/
Instagram OLVReading
Staff Email Addresses First Name.LastName@catholicOLV.org

Our Stewardship
This
Week

Year to Date

Weekly Offering

11,260

202,255

Electronic Giving

2,135

59,540

Weekend of December 4/5

Stock Donations & IRA distributions

18,900

Christmas/Easter

190

560

Holy Days

117

3,056

$13,702

$284,311

48

1,363

192

2,843

TOTAL OFFERING
OTHER OFFERINGS
Campaign for Human Development
Tuition Assistance
St Vincent de Paul
Candles
Christmas Flowers
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8,201
87.10

2,356

439

1,990
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Parish Registration

Our Lady of the Valley
Reading, Ohio

Welcome to the Our Lady of the Valley Parish Community!
If you would like to register , please contact the Parish office or
register on our website: www. catholicOLV.org
Our staff & Parish leaders are here to be of service to you.

Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart Campus

Call The Church Offices To Arrange For:

177 Siebenthaler Avenue
Reading, OH 45215
513- 554-1010

Sts. Peter and Paul Campus
330 West Vine Street
Reading, OH 45215
513- 554-1010

Sacrament of Baptism
Sacrament of Marriage
Sacrament of Anointing
Communion to the Sick and Homebound

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Friday ....................................9:00 am - 12:00 pm
The church office serves both campuses, and is
located at 330 West Vine Street.
No Face Covering or Mask required .

If you are in need of financial assistance please call
513-588-1656 and leave a voicemail message.
Our Parish St. Vincent de Paul Conference
works under the direction of and in conjunction with
the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Cincinnati.

Clergy and Staff
Pastor ............................ Rev. Matthew J. Robben
FrMatt.Robben@catholicOLV.org
Deacon .......................... Deacon Charles Roemer
DeaconCharlie.Roemer@catholicOLV.org
Deacon ...............................Deacon Thomas Lynd
twlynd@aol.com
Business Manager ........................ Angie Touvelle
Angie.Touvelle@catholicOLV.org
Pastoral Associate ....................... Beth Pettigrew
Beth.Pettigrew@catholicOLV.org
Director of Music ...................... Terry Wenninger
Terry.Wenninger@catholicOLV.org
Bookkeeper ............................... Mike Schweitzer
Mike.Schweitzer@catholicOLV.org
Parish Secretary ........................ Nancy Feverston
Nancy.Feverston@catholicOLV.org
Part Time Staff ................................ Sally Dietrich
Sally.Dietrich@catholicOLV.org
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Important Information for All Parishioners!
All in our Parish have free access to FORMED– Catholic videos,
audio talks, books, documentaries and studies for all age
groups.
Available on any internet connected device
To Register on FORMED –(signing up as a parishioner)
► Go to FORMED.org/signup
► Enter our Parish zip code 45215, or our Parish name, Our
Lady of the Valley
► Enter your name and email
Already have a FORMED Account?
► Visit FORMED.org
► Click Sign In
► Enter your email
► Click the link in your email
► You're in! No more passwords!

Our Lady of the Valley Parish • www.catholicOLV.org

Liturgical Ministers Schedule
Sts. Peter and Paul

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart

Friday, December 24 ● 3:00pm and 11pm
Saturday, December 25 ● 10:30am
Liturgical Ministers
for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Will be contacted by phone or email

Friday, December 24 ● 3:00pm and 5:00pm
Saturday, December 25th 8:30am
Liturgical Ministers
for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Will be contacted by phone or email

Sunday, December 26 ● 10:30am

Sunday, December 26 ● 8:30am

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
Ed Tierney, Cooper Ralston, Diane Smith
Lectors: Tim Hoerst, Kylie Schmidt
Usher: Jeff Lichtenberg
CLOW: No Children’s Liturgy of the Word today

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Jean Berns, Mary Ann Nolte
Lector: Joe Berns
Server: Evan Blubaugh
Ushers: Frank Gallenstein, Tom Harrow
Greeters: Barb Craven, Reyes Family, John Staat

